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Executable wills

Nine things you need to know about 
drawing up a will

1. About 66% of South
Africans don’t have a will.

6. A legally valid will is only half the
story. A will needs to be
executable. An executable will is a
will that is legally valid and is
backed up by a financial plan which
ensures there is sufficient money in
the estate to cover costs, taxes and
liabilities.

2. Between 20 and 40 types of
legislation can apply when
drawing up a will, so ask a
professional to help.

7. Two or more competent
witnesses, who must be present
at the same time, must sign
your will.

3. The wording of a will is
very important to make
sure that your wishes
cannot be interpreted in
more than one way.

8. The witnesses who sign your
will may not inherit from you.
Choose witnesses who are not
beneficiaries and not married to
your beneficiaries.

4. Your marriage contract
has a major influence on
how you have to set up
your will.

9. Write the date on your last will.
This avoids conflict amongst
heirs as to the validity of the
latest will. A good practice is
to destroy old wills.

5. You might need an extra
foreign will if you have
foreign assets.
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